GENIUS AND CHARACTER
ism is no more than a feeling. Sacrifice makes it
a virtue. The virtue is greater in proportion to
the magnitude of the sacrifice."
"But the danger is/' I countered, "that each
nation tends, when feeling grows hot, to make a
parade of its 'honour/ The world suffered the
consequences in the case of German national
arrogance, which had been artificially stimulated
for a generation, until Europe in general lost its
temper."
"That was Germany's own affair/' said Musso-
lini, drawing a line on the table with his finger.
"If national feeling had become inflated among
the Germans, here in Italy, on the other hand,
there was too little of it. I have never spoken of
the Italians as the salt of the earth, but have
merely insisted that we need as much light and
space as other nations."
"But suppose that, one fine day, the people,
from excess of enthusiasm, take the bit between
their teeth?"
He paused before answering, looked at me
critically, and then said: "That depends upon the
authority of the leader."
"Three years ago you created much alarm in
Europe by a succession of bellicose speeches."
"We had been greatly irritated. It was neces-
sary for me to find out how far the nation would